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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

Amended Order Adopting Amendments to  the 
North Carolina Rules of Appellate Procedure 

Rules 3, 4, 12, 13, 14, 26, and Appendix A of the North Carolina 
Rules of Appellate Procedure are hereby amended as described 
below: 

Rule 3(b) is amended to update statutory references as 
follows: 

(b) Special Provisions. Appeals in the following types of 
cases shall be taken in the time an'd manner set out in the General 
Statutes section noted: 

(1) Termination of parental rights, G.S. 744MM-4 
7B-1113. 

(2) Juvenile matt.ers, G.S. W 7B-1001. 

Rule 4(a)(2) is amended by th.e addition of a sentence as 
follows: 

(2) filing notice of appeal with the clerk of superior court 
and serving copies thereof upon all adverse parties 
within 14 days after entry of the judgment or order or 
within 14 days after a ruling on a motion for appro- 
priate relief made during the 14-day period following 
entry of the judgment or order. Avpeals from district 
court to suverior court are governed by G.S. 15A-1431 
and -1432. 

Rule 12(c) is amended by deleting the second paragraph as 
follows: 

(c) Copies of Record o n  Appeal. The appellant need file but 
a single copy of the record on appeal. Upon filing, the appellant 
may be required to pay to the clerk of the appellate court a 
deposit fixed by the clerk to cover the costs of reproducing 
copies of the record on appeal. The clerk will reproduce and dis- 
tribute copies as directed by the court. 
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Rule 13(a)(l) is amended by deleting the second sentence a s  
follows: 

(1) Cases Other Than Death Penalty Cases. Within 30 days after 
the clerk of the appellate court has mailed the printed record 
to the parties, the appellant shall file his brief in the office of 
the clerk of the appellate court, and serve copies thereof 
upon all other parties separately represented. 

&eeew+Within 30 days after appellant's brief has been 
served on an appellee, the appellee shall similarly file and 
serve copies of his brief. If permitted by Rule 28(h), the 
appellant may serve and file a reply brief within 14 days after 
service of the brief of the appellee. 

Rule 13(b) is amended by deleting the second paragraph as 
follows: 

(b) Copies Reproduced by C1er.k. A party need file but a sin- 
gle copy of his brief. At the time of filing the party may be 
required to pay to the clerk of the appellate court a deposit fixed 
by the clerk to cover the cost of reproducing copies of the brief. 
The clerk will reproduce and distribute copies of briefs as 
directed by the court. 

Rule 14(c)(2) is amended by deleting the last sentence as 
follows: 

(2) Transmission; Docketing; Copies. Upon the filing of a notice 
of appeal, the Clerk of the Court of Appeals will forthwith 
transmit the original record on appeal to the Clerk of the 
Supreme Court, who shall thereupon file the record and 
docket the appeal. The Clerk of the Supreme Court will pro- 
cure or reproduce copies of the record on appeal for distrib- 
ution as directed by the Court, and may require a deposit 
from appellant to cover the cost of reproduction.- 



RULES OF APPELLATE PROCEDURE 667 

Rule 14(d)(l) is amended by deleting the third paragraph as 
follows: 

(1) Filing and Service; Copies. Within 30 days after filing notice 
of appeal in the Supreme Court, the appellant shall file with 
the Clerk of the Supreme Court and serve upon all other par- 
ties copies of a new brief prepared in conformity with Rule 
28, presenting only those questions upon which review by the 
Supreme Court is sought; provided, however, that when the 
appeal is based upon the existence of a substantial constitu- 
tional question or when the appellant has filed a petition for 
discretionary review for issues in addition to those set out as 
the basis of a dissent in the Court of Appeals, the appellant 
shall file and serve a new brief within 30 days after entry of 
the order of the Supreme Court which determines for the pur- 
pose of retaining the appeal on the docket that a substantial 
constitutional question does exist or allows or denies the 
petition for discretionary review in an appeal based upon a 
dissent. Within 30 days after :service of the appellant's brief 
upon him, the appellee shall similarly file and serve copies of 
a new brief. If permitted by Rule 28(h), the appellant may 
serve and file a reply brief within 14 days after service of the 
brief of the appellee. 

The parties need file but single copies of their respective 
briefs. At the time of filing a brief, the party may be required to 
pay to the Clerk a deposit, fixed by the Clerk to cover the cost of 
reproducing copies of the brief. The Clerk will reproduce and dis- 
tribute copies as directed by the Court. 

Rule 26(a)(l) is amended as follows: 

(1) Filing by Mail: Filing may be accomplished by mail 
addressed to the clerk but is not timely unless the papers are 
received by the clerk within the time fixed for filing, except 
that motions, responses to petitions, record on a ~ p e a l ,  and 
briefs shall be deemed filed on the date of mailing, as evi- 
denced by the proof of servicle. 
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Appendix A is amended as follows: 

Filing appellant's brief 30 Clerk's mailing of printed 13(a) 
(or mailing brief under record 
Rule 26(a)) 

(60 days in Death Cases) 

These amendments to the North Carolina Rules of Appellate 
Procedure shall be effective upon adoption by the Supreme Court. 

Adopted by the Court in Conference this the 1st day of May, 2003. 
These amendments shall be promulgated by publication in the 
Advance Sheets of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
These amendments shall also be published as quickly as practical on 
the North Carolina Judicial Branch of Government Internet Home 
Page (http:Nwww.nccourts.org). 

Edmunds, J. 
For the cburt 


