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Cynthia F. Adcock for North Carolina Council of Churches, amicus curiae. 

 

Lisa A. Bakale-Wise and Irving Joyner for North Carolina State Conference of 

the NAACP, amicus curiae. 

 

Professors Robert P. Mosteller & John Charles Boger, amici curiae. 

 

Robert P. Mosteller for Retired Members of the North Carolina Judiciary, 

amici curiae. 

 

Joseph Blocher for Social Scientists, amici curiae. 

 

 

 PER CURIAM. 

 

For the reasons stated in State v. Robinson, No. 411A94-6, 2020 WL 4726680 

(N.C. Aug. 14, 2020), the decision of the trial court is vacated and this case is 

remanded to the Superior Court, Cumberland County, for the reinstatement of 

defendant’s sentence of life imprisonment without parole.   

VACATED AND REMANDED.  

 



 

 

  

 
 

Justice ERVIN concurring in the result. 

 

If the Court were addressing for the first time the issue of whether the trial 

court’s order should be reversed and the sentence of life imprisonment imposed upon 

defendant by Judge Spainhour reinstated on double jeopardy and related grounds, I 

would dissent from that decision and hold, for the reasons stated in my dissenting 

opinion in State v. Robinson, No. 41194-6, 2020WL 4726680 (N.C. Aug. 14, 2020), that 

the trial court’s order should be reversed and this case remanded to the Superior 

Court, Cumberland County, for a new Racial Justice Act proceeding in accordance 

with this Court’s decision in State v. Ramseur, 374 N.C. 658, 843 S.E.2d 106 (2020), 

and our 2015 order in this case.  The decision of the majority in Robinson is, however, 

the law of North Carolina to which I am now bound.  For this reason, I concur in the 

result reached by the Court in this case. 

Justice DAVIS joins in this concurring opinion. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Justice NEWBY dissenting. 

 

For the reasons stated in my dissenting opinions in State v. Robinson, No. 

411A94-6, 2020 WL 4726680 (N.C. Aug. 14, 2020), and State v. Ramseur, 374 N.C. 

658, 843 S.E.2d 106 (2020), I respectfully dissent.  

 

 

 


