
No. 333PA25  TENTH DISTRICT 
 
 
 SUPREME COURT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
JOSHUA H. STEIN, in his 
official capacity as GOVERNOR 
OF THE STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA 
 
                                                                                          
 
v. 
 
PHILIP E. BERGER, in his 
official capacity as PRESIDENT 
PRO TEMPORE OF THE 
NORTH CAROLINA SENATE; 
DESTIN C. HALL, in his official 
capacity as SPEAKER OF THE 
NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES; THE 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA; 
NORTH CAROLINA 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT COMMISSION; 
and JOHN (JD) SOLOMON, in 
his official capacity as CHAIR of 
the North Carolina 
Environmental Management 
Commission; CHRISTOPHER M. 
DUGGAN, in his official capacity 
as VICE-CHAIR of the North 
Carolina Environmental 
Management Commission; and 
YVONNE C. BAILEY, 
TIMOTHY M. BAUMGARTNER, 
CHARLES S. CARTER, 
MARION DEERHAKE, 
MICHAEL S. ELLISON, 
STEVEN P. KEEN, H. KIM 
LYERLY, JACQUELINE M. 
GIBSON, JOSEPH REARDON, 

  From N.C. Court of Appeals 
24-440 
 
From Wake 
23CV028505-910 
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ROBIN SMITH, KEVIN L. 
TWEEDY, ELIZABETH J. 
WEESE, and BILL 
YARBOROUGH, in their official 
capacities as COMMISSIONERS 
of the North Carolina 
Environmental Management 
Commission                                                                          

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ORDER OF THE COURT 
 

Plaintiff filed a “Motion to Partially Consolidate Cases for Briefing and Oral 

Argument” in this case and in No. 53PA26, Stein v. Hall. Several defendants filed 

responses in opposition in one or both of these appeals, proposing alternative methods 

of consolidating either the briefing or the entire proceedings.  

When the parties submitted these filings, they did not yet know when these 

appeals would be heard by this Court. These cases will be scheduled for hearing and 

oral argument together on the same day in consecutive time slots during the 

upcoming November court session.  

With this understanding, it appears likely to the Court that if all parties meet 

and confer in good faith, they can reach an agreement on a briefing order and 

proposed division of oral argument time, consistent with the spirit of the Rules of 

Appellate Procedure. See N.C. R. App. P. 37(c). We therefore hold this motion in 

abeyance and direct the parties to meet and confer in good faith to prepare a joint 

motion concerning the briefing, deadlines, and division of argument time in these 

appeals. The parties shall file this joint motion, or provide a status update on their 
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progress, no later than five business days from the date of this order.  

By order of the Court this the 30th day of July 2026.  

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, this 

the 30th day of July 2026.  

 
 
_________________________ 
Grant E. Buckner 
Clerk of the Supreme Court 
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